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In this VIBE TALKS interview, Correspondent Amin Fereg talks to Paul Nguyen, founder of Jane-

Finch.com. As a pioneer for using the internet to amplify alternative voices, Paul's insight

about the past, present and future of Jane and Finch is eye opening.
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Paul: | was born in Toronto. | grew up in the Jane and Finch area, still live there. My parents are
boat people, meaning that they escaped the Vietnam War and settled in Toronto. | went to school in
the area, and ended up going to York University. In 2004 | created a website called Jane-

Finch.com to fight the negative stereotypes in the area, and it's got a lot of attention ever since.
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Burlesque Show Toronto

Deliver yourself to the dark side! With comedy, detail & hilarious

The Empire Strips Back

Amin: What'’s the main reason you felt the need to start Jane-Finch.com?

Paul: Growing up in the neighbourhood you're kind of used to it, whatever stuff's happening,
whether it's local crime, it’s desensitized. Anyway, once you start growing up, making friends
outside of the neighbourhood, you realize: “Oh my neghbourhood is kind of unique.” We
have things that other places don't have which is a lot of negative media attention, and |
realized a lot of people had negative perceptions of Jane and Finch, and they think the kids there
are into gangs or they're all bad. And | wanted to show a positive side of Jane and Finch. One day |
just started [searching] the internet to see [what was out there], and back then there was no
Instagram, no Twitter, none of that stuff right? Jane and Finch was kind of well-known in the news
and | [searched] it and | couldn't find anything. | was like maybe I'll be the guy to start something.
So initially when | started the website we just kind of promoted the local artists and rappers and we

did music videos, those kind of things.

Amin: So how do you feel the Jane and Finch perception was in the media

then as opposed to today, or after you made the website?

Paul: | think back then the media was not as careful as today. So back then you would have some
issue happening in the area, but not quite at Jane and Finch, but still labelled Jane and Finch. Jane
and Finch was just the blanket name, like the marquee name on a poster. So it kind of created that
aura of Jane and Finch that says: “Oh when something goes wrong, it’s always Jane and
Finch.” So I think now with these days with new reporters coming up and we have former Jane and
Finch residents who are actually leading news, like Dwight Drummond, well known guy, and he
used to live down the street from me. He was one of the first guys who did a story on my site, and
now he’s the anchor of CBC 6, big time man now. So we have people who are more aware and
more sensitive, and | think they're just reporting more accurately, and not just adding details and
stuff. But we still have ways to go and | wouldn't just put any or all the blame on the media, public

perception plays a big, big, role. So media just plays one part, but we have to do our role as

residents or students in the area to show that there’s more to Jane and Finch then what you hear in

July 21y
June 2019

May 2019
April 2019
March 2019

February 2019
January 2019
December 2018
November 2018
October 2018
September 2018
August 2018
July 2018
June 2018
May 2018
April 2018
March 2018
February 2018
January 2018

December 2017

November 2017
July 2017
June 2017
April 2017
March 2017

(&) RSS Feed

We're offline
Leave a message

Boc


https://www.vibe105to.com/full-disclosure/category/vff
https://www.vibe105to.com/full-disclosure/category/world-water-day
https://www.vibe105to.com/full-disclosure/archives/02-2022
https://www.vibe105to.com/full-disclosure/archives/09-2021
https://www.vibe105to.com/full-disclosure/archives/04-2021
https://www.vibe105to.com/full-disclosure/archives/03-2021
https://www.vibe105to.com/full-disclosure/archives/02-2021
https://www.vibe105to.com/full-disclosure/archives/01-2021
https://www.vibe105to.com/full-disclosure/archives/12-2020
https://www.vibe105to.com/full-disclosure/archives/11-2020
https://www.vibe105to.com/full-disclosure/archives/09-2020
https://www.vibe105to.com/full-disclosure/archives/08-2020
https://www.vibe105to.com/full-disclosure/archives/07-2020
https://www.vibe105to.com/full-disclosure/archives/05-2020
https://www.vibe105to.com/full-disclosure/archives/02-2020
https://www.vibe105to.com/full-disclosure/archives/12-2019
https://www.vibe105to.com/full-disclosure/archives/11-2019
https://www.vibe105to.com/full-disclosure/archives/10-2019
https://www.vibe105to.com/full-disclosure/archives/09-2019
https://www.vibe105to.com/full-disclosure/archives/08-2019
https://www.vibe105to.com/full-disclosure/archives/07-2019
https://www.vibe105to.com/full-disclosure/archives/06-2019
https://www.vibe105to.com/full-disclosure/archives/05-2019
https://www.vibe105to.com/full-disclosure/archives/04-2019
https://www.vibe105to.com/full-disclosure/archives/03-2019
https://www.vibe105to.com/full-disclosure/archives/02-2019
https://www.vibe105to.com/full-disclosure/archives/01-2019
https://www.vibe105to.com/full-disclosure/archives/12-2018
https://www.vibe105to.com/full-disclosure/archives/11-2018
https://www.vibe105to.com/full-disclosure/archives/10-2018
https://www.vibe105to.com/full-disclosure/archives/09-2018
https://www.vibe105to.com/full-disclosure/archives/08-2018
https://www.vibe105to.com/full-disclosure/archives/07-2018
https://www.vibe105to.com/full-disclosure/archives/06-2018
https://www.vibe105to.com/full-disclosure/archives/05-2018
https://www.vibe105to.com/full-disclosure/archives/04-2018
https://www.vibe105to.com/full-disclosure/archives/03-2018
https://www.vibe105to.com/full-disclosure/archives/02-2018
https://www.vibe105to.com/full-disclosure/archives/01-2018
https://www.vibe105to.com/full-disclosure/archives/12-2017
https://www.vibe105to.com/full-disclosure/archives/11-2017
https://www.vibe105to.com/full-disclosure/archives/07-2017
https://www.vibe105to.com/full-disclosure/archives/06-2017
https://www.vibe105to.com/full-disclosure/archives/04-2017
https://www.vibe105to.com/full-disclosure/archives/03-2017
https://www.vibe105to.com/5/feed
https://www.vibe105to.com/5/feed
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?nis=4&sa=L&ai=C0AzDxCmqZbDVI5rGmtUPt6e9-AjrxdSwdYmC57GiEoa5vIiMDhABIMWOyWZg_YiUgegDoAHP6ruMA8gBCagDAcgDy4SAgASqBNUCT9Az-OJcrwHz7aWnARhwkWaM9GhMm9QMSqq16DzshKg3cnbn6ju1uFDnjfLDMsej0d4Ab9e5ddHAo5v9aBqLy1TxLR500SC-Q9Hx2iCItHePnTN-apHiYrTrN5BStmBnp3r2h7GN41L670i7ZUnlaDQPrvbEAMs7lpdwCOGvOG7gbu6cCUwvIDJHaJVxhQ5aHweAwrQokd2MGGmdc1hRaLe92wqGGSJQECMuY4_d8NHK2zCAvLp6IfSdjgaJbLB9mPhEUmQmt9QJxWiV6aGHLsE7QXJilRhIOwfeXG9oUFgm2kpzBwkLmY-eoMoMBxY1gB6xGruDNQbJc7pvqKYXVl1GctP5CsqdwVqA9MCOdlyBlBTOq6gUqb2z4M440sMrtdtfp8vD2Unb1tngqHGyUCOCSJfA_yKA7h9XENnpvuSI5_uIi7UGH5kb1_DlXCX1-lGQ70zABLGUgJ7JBIgF6tqP5UygBi6AB8Ontd0CqAfZtrECqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gH7paxAqgH_p6xAqgH1ckbqAemvhuoB5oGqAfz0RuoB5bYG6gHqpuxAqgHg62xAqgH_56xAqgH35-xAqgHyqmxAqgH66WxAtgHANIIHwiAYRABGB8yAooCOgSAQIBASL39wTpY36rP3vvogwOxCW5W7yiGf0nwgAoBmAsByAsBgAwB2gwRCgsQwJiNk6qywovcARICAQOqDQJDQcgNAdgTDdAVAfgWAYAXAQ&ae=1&ase=2&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIsMfP3vvogwMVGqOmBB23Uw-PEAEYASAAEgLAQ_D_BwE&num=1&cid=CAQSPAAvHhf_C9ykIkKuedrPmgKU-gYdYlq3Gj-ST99XSJYpqJjn3irAfTwiLlhJDvT4DU6BnFtSmhE1dDuAehgB&sig=AOD64_0tKZqBNcO_JHob9UOeO3HoZJJkUA&client=ca-pub-6197731534576691&rf=1&nb=9&adurl=https://feverup.com/m/140803%3Futm_source%3Dgoogle%26utm_medium%3Dad%26utm_campaign%3D140803_yyz%26utm_content%3D686155093103%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIsMfP3vvogwMVGqOmBB23Uw-PEAEYASAAEgLAQ_D_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?nis=4&sa=L&ai=C0AzDxCmqZbDVI5rGmtUPt6e9-AjrxdSwdYmC57GiEoa5vIiMDhABIMWOyWZg_YiUgegDoAHP6ruMA8gBCagDAcgDy4SAgASqBNUCT9Az-OJcrwHz7aWnARhwkWaM9GhMm9QMSqq16DzshKg3cnbn6ju1uFDnjfLDMsej0d4Ab9e5ddHAo5v9aBqLy1TxLR500SC-Q9Hx2iCItHePnTN-apHiYrTrN5BStmBnp3r2h7GN41L670i7ZUnlaDQPrvbEAMs7lpdwCOGvOG7gbu6cCUwvIDJHaJVxhQ5aHweAwrQokd2MGGmdc1hRaLe92wqGGSJQECMuY4_d8NHK2zCAvLp6IfSdjgaJbLB9mPhEUmQmt9QJxWiV6aGHLsE7QXJilRhIOwfeXG9oUFgm2kpzBwkLmY-eoMoMBxY1gB6xGruDNQbJc7pvqKYXVl1GctP5CsqdwVqA9MCOdlyBlBTOq6gUqb2z4M440sMrtdtfp8vD2Unb1tngqHGyUCOCSJfA_yKA7h9XENnpvuSI5_uIi7UGH5kb1_DlXCX1-lGQ70zABLGUgJ7JBIgF6tqP5UygBi6AB8Ontd0CqAfZtrECqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gH7paxAqgH_p6xAqgH1ckbqAemvhuoB5oGqAfz0RuoB5bYG6gHqpuxAqgHg62xAqgH_56xAqgH35-xAqgHyqmxAqgH66WxAtgHANIIHwiAYRABGB8yAooCOgSAQIBASL39wTpY36rP3vvogwOxCW5W7yiGf0nwgAoBmAsByAsBgAwB2gwRCgsQwJiNk6qywovcARICAQOqDQJDQcgNAdgTDdAVAfgWAYAXAQ&ae=1&ase=2&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIsMfP3vvogwMVGqOmBB23Uw-PEAEYASAAEgLAQ_D_BwE&num=1&cid=CAQSPAAvHhf_C9ykIkKuedrPmgKU-gYdYlq3Gj-ST99XSJYpqJjn3irAfTwiLlhJDvT4DU6BnFtSmhE1dDuAehgB&sig=AOD64_0tKZqBNcO_JHob9UOeO3HoZJJkUA&client=ca-pub-6197731534576691&rf=1&nb=0&adurl=https://feverup.com/m/140803%3Futm_source%3Dgoogle%26utm_medium%3Dad%26utm_campaign%3D140803_yyz%26utm_content%3D686155093103%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIsMfP3vvogwMVGqOmBB23Uw-PEAEYASAAEgLAQ_D_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?nis=4&sa=L&ai=C0AzDxCmqZbDVI5rGmtUPt6e9-AjrxdSwdYmC57GiEoa5vIiMDhABIMWOyWZg_YiUgegDoAHP6ruMA8gBCagDAcgDy4SAgASqBNUCT9Az-OJcrwHz7aWnARhwkWaM9GhMm9QMSqq16DzshKg3cnbn6ju1uFDnjfLDMsej0d4Ab9e5ddHAo5v9aBqLy1TxLR500SC-Q9Hx2iCItHePnTN-apHiYrTrN5BStmBnp3r2h7GN41L670i7ZUnlaDQPrvbEAMs7lpdwCOGvOG7gbu6cCUwvIDJHaJVxhQ5aHweAwrQokd2MGGmdc1hRaLe92wqGGSJQECMuY4_d8NHK2zCAvLp6IfSdjgaJbLB9mPhEUmQmt9QJxWiV6aGHLsE7QXJilRhIOwfeXG9oUFgm2kpzBwkLmY-eoMoMBxY1gB6xGruDNQbJc7pvqKYXVl1GctP5CsqdwVqA9MCOdlyBlBTOq6gUqb2z4M440sMrtdtfp8vD2Unb1tngqHGyUCOCSJfA_yKA7h9XENnpvuSI5_uIi7UGH5kb1_DlXCX1-lGQ70zABLGUgJ7JBIgF6tqP5UygBi6AB8Ontd0CqAfZtrECqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gH7paxAqgH_p6xAqgH1ckbqAemvhuoB5oGqAfz0RuoB5bYG6gHqpuxAqgHg62xAqgH_56xAqgH35-xAqgHyqmxAqgH66WxAtgHANIIHwiAYRABGB8yAooCOgSAQIBASL39wTpY36rP3vvogwOxCW5W7yiGf0nwgAoBmAsByAsBgAwB2gwRCgsQwJiNk6qywovcARICAQOqDQJDQcgNAdgTDdAVAfgWAYAXAQ&ae=1&ase=2&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIsMfP3vvogwMVGqOmBB23Uw-PEAEYASAAEgLAQ_D_BwE&num=1&cid=CAQSPAAvHhf_C9ykIkKuedrPmgKU-gYdYlq3Gj-ST99XSJYpqJjn3irAfTwiLlhJDvT4DU6BnFtSmhE1dDuAehgB&sig=AOD64_0tKZqBNcO_JHob9UOeO3HoZJJkUA&client=ca-pub-6197731534576691&rf=1&nb=7&adurl=https://feverup.com/m/140803%3Futm_source%3Dgoogle%26utm_medium%3Dad%26utm_campaign%3D140803_yyz%26utm_content%3D686155093103%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIsMfP3vvogwMVGqOmBB23Uw-PEAEYASAAEgLAQ_D_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?nis=4&sa=L&ai=C0AzDxCmqZbDVI5rGmtUPt6e9-AjrxdSwdYmC57GiEoa5vIiMDhABIMWOyWZg_YiUgegDoAHP6ruMA8gBCagDAcgDy4SAgASqBNUCT9Az-OJcrwHz7aWnARhwkWaM9GhMm9QMSqq16DzshKg3cnbn6ju1uFDnjfLDMsej0d4Ab9e5ddHAo5v9aBqLy1TxLR500SC-Q9Hx2iCItHePnTN-apHiYrTrN5BStmBnp3r2h7GN41L670i7ZUnlaDQPrvbEAMs7lpdwCOGvOG7gbu6cCUwvIDJHaJVxhQ5aHweAwrQokd2MGGmdc1hRaLe92wqGGSJQECMuY4_d8NHK2zCAvLp6IfSdjgaJbLB9mPhEUmQmt9QJxWiV6aGHLsE7QXJilRhIOwfeXG9oUFgm2kpzBwkLmY-eoMoMBxY1gB6xGruDNQbJc7pvqKYXVl1GctP5CsqdwVqA9MCOdlyBlBTOq6gUqb2z4M440sMrtdtfp8vD2Unb1tngqHGyUCOCSJfA_yKA7h9XENnpvuSI5_uIi7UGH5kb1_DlXCX1-lGQ70zABLGUgJ7JBIgF6tqP5UygBi6AB8Ontd0CqAfZtrECqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gH7paxAqgH_p6xAqgH1ckbqAemvhuoB5oGqAfz0RuoB5bYG6gHqpuxAqgHg62xAqgH_56xAqgH35-xAqgHyqmxAqgH66WxAtgHANIIHwiAYRABGB8yAooCOgSAQIBASL39wTpY36rP3vvogwOxCW5W7yiGf0nwgAoBmAsByAsBgAwB2gwRCgsQwJiNk6qywovcARICAQOqDQJDQcgNAdgTDdAVAfgWAYAXAQ&ae=1&ase=2&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIsMfP3vvogwMVGqOmBB23Uw-PEAEYASAAEgLAQ_D_BwE&num=1&cid=CAQSPAAvHhf_C9ykIkKuedrPmgKU-gYdYlq3Gj-ST99XSJYpqJjn3irAfTwiLlhJDvT4DU6BnFtSmhE1dDuAehgB&sig=AOD64_0tKZqBNcO_JHob9UOeO3HoZJJkUA&client=ca-pub-6197731534576691&rf=1&nb=1&adurl=https://feverup.com/m/140803%3Futm_source%3Dgoogle%26utm_medium%3Dad%26utm_campaign%3D140803_yyz%26utm_content%3D686155093103%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIsMfP3vvogwMVGqOmBB23Uw-PEAEYASAAEgLAQ_D_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?nis=4&sa=L&ai=C0AzDxCmqZbDVI5rGmtUPt6e9-AjrxdSwdYmC57GiEoa5vIiMDhABIMWOyWZg_YiUgegDoAHP6ruMA8gBCagDAcgDy4SAgASqBNUCT9Az-OJcrwHz7aWnARhwkWaM9GhMm9QMSqq16DzshKg3cnbn6ju1uFDnjfLDMsej0d4Ab9e5ddHAo5v9aBqLy1TxLR500SC-Q9Hx2iCItHePnTN-apHiYrTrN5BStmBnp3r2h7GN41L670i7ZUnlaDQPrvbEAMs7lpdwCOGvOG7gbu6cCUwvIDJHaJVxhQ5aHweAwrQokd2MGGmdc1hRaLe92wqGGSJQECMuY4_d8NHK2zCAvLp6IfSdjgaJbLB9mPhEUmQmt9QJxWiV6aGHLsE7QXJilRhIOwfeXG9oUFgm2kpzBwkLmY-eoMoMBxY1gB6xGruDNQbJc7pvqKYXVl1GctP5CsqdwVqA9MCOdlyBlBTOq6gUqb2z4M440sMrtdtfp8vD2Unb1tngqHGyUCOCSJfA_yKA7h9XENnpvuSI5_uIi7UGH5kb1_DlXCX1-lGQ70zABLGUgJ7JBIgF6tqP5UygBi6AB8Ontd0CqAfZtrECqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gH7paxAqgH_p6xAqgH1ckbqAemvhuoB5oGqAfz0RuoB5bYG6gHqpuxAqgHg62xAqgH_56xAqgH35-xAqgHyqmxAqgH66WxAtgHANIIHwiAYRABGB8yAooCOgSAQIBASL39wTpY36rP3vvogwOxCW5W7yiGf0nwgAoBmAsByAsBgAwB2gwRCgsQwJiNk6qywovcARICAQOqDQJDQcgNAdgTDdAVAfgWAYAXAQ&ae=1&ase=2&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIsMfP3vvogwMVGqOmBB23Uw-PEAEYASAAEgLAQ_D_BwE&num=1&cid=CAQSPAAvHhf_C9ykIkKuedrPmgKU-gYdYlq3Gj-ST99XSJYpqJjn3irAfTwiLlhJDvT4DU6BnFtSmhE1dDuAehgB&sig=AOD64_0tKZqBNcO_JHob9UOeO3HoZJJkUA&client=ca-pub-6197731534576691&rf=1&nb=8&adurl=https://feverup.com/m/140803%3Futm_source%3Dgoogle%26utm_medium%3Dad%26utm_campaign%3D140803_yyz%26utm_content%3D686155093103%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIsMfP3vvogwMVGqOmBB23Uw-PEAEYASAAEgLAQ_D_BwE
https://www.vibe105to.com/
https://www.vibe105to.com/
https://www.vibe105to.com/rpn.html
https://www.vibe105to.com/vibetalks.html
https://www.vibe105to.com/impact.html
https://www.vibe105to.com/events.html
https://www.vibe105to.com/advertising.html
https://www.vibe105to.com/about.html

© Ryerson Alumni | YouTube

Amin: Do you feel that the new form of alternative journalism made even

more change in the perception of the area?

Paul: | think it's important. We reach locals but we also reach people outside of the community.
I've had people approach me, to help them on projects, like researchers from other countries. One
person was from the Netherlands, and their doing a research project about multiculturalism
and entrepreneurship, and they end up at Jane and Finch. It's how does the Netherlands know
about Jane and Finch? We're world wide right? | think it's important that we have these new
platforms, and people have the power in their own hands now and they can be the
authors of their own voices. It's important Jane-Finch started the movement back then, but now we
have Facebook, and Twitter and, all these new social media platforms, and there's new voices out

there, and | hope it continues, and more people tell the Jane and Finch story to the public.

Amin: Is there any grants or any financial aid that’s provided by the
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over the years. It's a volunteer passion; they're really serious about changing the image of the
neighbourhood, but also it's a good way to gain professional skills. We've had people who
volunteer for the website and win major awards and they're able to use that to find good work
or help other people, get into school, and do all these kind of things. It's a great way to gain
experience. When | created the website, | always encourage the young kids: “Don’t let the money
or lack of resources be a barrier!” You can do whatever you want, if you think you're a journalist.
You can just go call up anybody and try to interview them. When we started the website back in the
day | just contacted Maestro Fresh Wes, who was a big rapper back in the day before Drake; he
was the guy back then. And he didn't hesitate, he actually drove himself all the way to Jane and
Finch, and we filmed the interview in my friend’s basement, so that's how hardcore he is. So if you
have a way to reach out to people like Drake or whoever, just say hey I'm doing this blog about my
neighbourhood | want to interview you and you'll be surprised that a lot of people will respond

positively.

&
g

© Ajani Charles | Hip Hop Canada

Amin: When you were talking about the recognition from the other people, |
failed to mention that you yourself have won a lot of awards for your
initiatives within the Jane and Finch community. One that stands out for me
particularly is the Diamond Jubilee award, which is very prestigious for any
Canadian to receive. What did that award feel like for the Jane and Finch

community when you did receive it?

Paul: At the time | thought it was a cool thing, but | realized it comes with some responsibility.

You don't just have the medal, walking around showing off, that's not the purpose. The purpose is
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aavantage. >0 Instead OT saying: “UN, I'M Trom Jane and Finch, | can't do tis | can't do that. |
used it myself to show I'm from Jane and Finch, but | can do a lot with it. And my unique
experiences | can share it with the world, and touch people, and change minds, and connect with

people, and make positive things happen.

Amin: So during earlier times working with Jane-Finch.com where there any
community organizations or groups that you collaborated with often, to help

get out the message more easily?

Paul: We did collaborate with different organizations throughout the years, | can’t remember
them, and some of the stuff might be listed online. We also collaborate with a lot of organizations
that are not from Jane and Finch, national type projects. What we do is we try to be just the voice
of the community, so if someone has initiative we'll help them promote it. We used to offer a lot

of free advertising, free listings, maybe we'll tweet out things, or provide video coverage to show,

hey someone else is doing good and we want to show it to the rest of the world online.
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Paul: I've been contacted by many people over the years outside of, not even the city, but the
province, the country, other people from different countries, and | think that basically the website
helps open their eyes. So they might have heard of Jane and Finch on the news, and they would
have the stereotypes in their mind. But when they visit the website you see videos of different
cultures celebrating their traditions, young people, artists, whether they're musicians, or poets or
writers, or reporters and you see a thriving young group of people working together of different
backgrounds and different colours. It's kind of like almost a role model of an ideal society. So
people see and they say: “Holy smokes!” Maybe their country or wherever they're coming from,
there is racial tension. But they can see through the website that yes we are working together,
and we're of different backgrounds and we don't discriminate against anyone and people see that

as a good model to follow.

Amin: So where can the viewers find you for your social media?

Paul: If you want to look up me, just go to Jane-Finch.com, and my cell phone is there, it's been

there for 10 years and you can just ring me up. For more info, please visit our website.
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